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Cultures of Medieval Europe Study Guide
1. What kind of climate does Europe have?  
2. What is deforestation and how does it relate to Europe?  
3. What benefits have Europe’s rivers and seas brought its people?  

4. When did the Middle Ages take place?  
5. What effects did the breakdown of Roman rule have on Europe?  
6. What are large estates owned by wealthy nobles called?  

7. Who were the Franks?  

8. How did Charlemagne make his court a center of learning?   
9. What was the system of feudalism?  

10. What was a vassal?  

11. How did the lord bind his vassals to him?  
12. How did feudalism make lords and their vassals dependent on each other?  

13. Who were the lord’s knights?  
14. What duties did serfs have to their feudal master?  

15. What was the role of the guilds?  

16. How would you compare town and city life of Europe during the Middle Ages with manor life there?  

17. Who were the troubadours and minstrels?  
18. Who were the Vikings?  

19. Who led Norman forces into Anglo-Saxon England?  
20. Why did the lords oppose King John I?  
21. Why might the Magna Carta be considered an early step toward fairer government?  
22. What was the Magna Carta?  
23. How were monasteries and convents similar to manors?  
24. What kinds of work did the monks and nuns do?  
25. What is a cathedral? 

26. Why did people of the Middle Ages want to build cathedrals?  
27. Why do you suppose the cathedrals of the Middle Ages used so many stained glass windows and carvings of scenes in their design?  

28. What religious cause brought on the first Crusade?  
29. Contrast Western Europe before and after the Black Death.  

30. Renaissance comes from the French word meaning ______________.  
31. How would you contrast the focus of thinking in the Middle Ages and the Renaissance?  

32. How did the Medici family gain its wealth?  
33. How did Lorenzo Medici’s wealth and tastes affect the city of Florence?  
34. Why do both Michelangelo and Leonardo da Vinci qualify as Renaissance men? 

35. With what kinds of things did Leonardo experiment?  

36. Leonardo has been classified as a genius and a visionary.  What evidence can you give for each classification?  

37. What revolutionary discovery did Copernicus make? 

38. Why was this discovery controversial at the time? 

39. What criticism did the humanist Erasmus raise about the Roman Church? 
40. What criticism did Martin Luther raise about the sale of indulgences?  
41. What did Martin Luther do to show his disapproval of the Roman Church?  
42. How did Johannes Gutenberg revolutionize communications?  

43. How did this technology compare with the way books had been made?  

44. How did the printing press affect the spread of Luther’s ideas?  How did translation of the Bible from Latin gain him more followers?    
45. Why didn’t the German rulers punish Luther, in obedience to the Pope’s orders?  
46. What new religion did Martin Luther help to create?  
47. What issue caused King Henry VIII to break from the Roman Church?

48. Why did Spain put together the armada?  

49. How did Elizabeth respond to this threat?  

50. How would you contrast Europe before and after the 1500s?  

