“ESP”: Knowing How to

Write An Essay 
1. Examine (Read) the Question Carefully

Is the question actually asking more than one question?

If so, circle one question and underline the other.  (Make sure you answer both!)

2. Start Your Answer with a General Statement that Repeats Part of the Question

  
EXAMPLE Question:  Why is it important to study history?


Beginning of a BAD answer:      It is important because….


Beginning of a BAD answer:      Because you need to….


Beginning of a GOOD answer:  Studying history is important because….

NEVER begin an answer with a pronoun such as He, She, His, Her, It, They, 

Their, Our, We or the word Because.

   3. PROVE Your General Statement with as many  

       DETAILS as possible.
A DETAIL tells Who, What, When, Where, Why, How, or “For Example”

4. Is there another part of the question that needs to be answered?  If so, REPEAT Steps 2 and 3!

Essay Writing Rubric for Social Studies

A
EXCEEDS THE STANDARD

-         All parts of the question are answered

-         General Statements are supported (proven) with multiple details

-         Answer contains all of the relevant material taught

-         Answer may demonstrate knowledge beyond material taught

-         Answer may contain additional insight and analysis

B
MEETS THE STANDARD

-         All parts of the question are answered

-         General Statements are supported (proven) with adequate details that explain Who, What, When, Where, Why and How

-         Answer addresses follow-up questions implied by the essay question

-         Answer contains most of the relevant material taught

C
ALMOST MEETS THE STANDARD

- Some part of the question may not be answered 

- One or more general statements may not be supported (proven) with 

   adequate detail

- Answer is missing a significant amount of relevant material taught


     - Answer includes errors in fact (wrong information)

D
BELOW STANDARD

- Major parts of the question are not answered

- Most general statements are not supported (proven) with adequate detail

- Answer is missing most of the relevant material taught

F
NO ATTEMPT
* All parts of the essay must be written in complete sentences.

* All spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and grammar account for 10% of the grade.
