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Ancient Rome Study Guide
1. Why were Greek colonists attracted to Italy?  
2. What two mountain ranges will you find on the Italian peninsula? 

3. What is Italy’s richest area of farmland? 
4. Where is the Latium Plain and what river runs through it? 
5. How did local farmers and Greek colonists use the Italian environment?  
6. Why does it make sense that a great city developed in this location?  
7. Describe Rome’s legendary founding.  
8. Who were the Etruscans? 
9. Who disputed the patrician’s right to govern? 
10. What did the Romans create to work out a compromise between patricians and plebeians?  
11. What role do representatives play in government?  
12. How many branches did the Roman republic have? 
13. Describe the differences between patricians and plebeians. 
14. What was the oldest and most powerful branch and who controlled it? 
15. Who represented the plebeians? 
16. How did the consuls gain power?  
17. What were some of the consuls’ responsibilities?  
18. How did serving in the army increase the plebeians’ power in Rome? 
19. What are the Twelve Tables? 
20. What was the Forum? 
21. Why are Rome and Carthage enemies?  
22. Why are Rome’s wars with Carthage called the Punic Wars?  
23. Who was Hannibal? 
24. Why did Hannibal choose a land route to Italy?  
25. What mountain range did Hannibal cross with his elephants? 
26. Rate Hannibal on daring, sense, and success or failure.  Defend your rating.
27. Why might a period of peace also be a period of thriving trade among regions of the world? 
28. What bargain did Julius Caesar strike with Cleopatra?  
29. Who won Rome’s civil war?  What changed due to this win?  
30. How did Caesar’s action destroy Rome’s republican government? 
31. If you had lived in Caesar’s Rome, do you think you would have been pro-Caesar or anti-Caesar? Why?  
32. Why did civil war follow Caesar’s death?  
33. Who won the civil war that followed Caesar’s death?  
34. How did Augustus take advantage of the Pax Romana to strengthen the Roman Empire?  
35. How would you compare and contrast the city of Rome pre-Augustus and post Augustus?  
36. Name three things that Rome used to link its empire to itself, what would they be and how were they done.  
37. What were aqueducts used for?  
38. What types of entertainment did Romans enjoy? 
39. Why was the Colosseum truly colossal?  
40. Name five of the modern day countries that the Roman Empire once ruled.  
41. What does the fact that the Romans built the Pantheon tell you about their religious beliefs? 
42. What evidence of cultural borrowing can you find in the religious beliefs of the Romans?  
43. How were Roman emperors treated in religious practice?  
44. What happened to the Roman city of Pompeii? 
45. What Greek influences can be seen on the Roman architecture of the Pantheon?  
46. What are two of the greatest architectural achievements of the Romans? 
47. Why do you suppose the Romans demanded a census every five years?  
48. Why might a parable be a good way to teach a lesson?  
49. Why would performing miracles draw followers to Jesus? 
50. Why did Rome come to fear Jesus?  
51. How did the Romans deal with the threat they thought Jesus posed?  
52. Where and during what historic period did Christianity first emerge?  
53. What threats to the Roman Empire began to emerge?  

54. Who was Diocletian? What did Diocletian do to deal with the oversized empire?  

55. Why did Emperor Constantine choose the location he did for Constantinople?  

56. Why should we as citizens be grateful for the Roman Republic’s legacy?  

57. Where does the term Romance language come from?  Why are Spanish, French, and Italian considered Romance languages?  

58. Why was the Roman civilization richer for borrowing from other civilizations?  Why are we richer for borrowing from it?  

