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Ancient Greece Study Guide 

1. Why did the Ancient Greeks choose to become seafarers?
2. Along what major sea did Greece develop?  
3. What are two of Greece’s large islands?  
4. What are land shapes like Attica and Peloponnesus called? 
5. Attica contained many natural _________, sheltered places along the coast.
6. What are some ways that Greek farmers adapted to the environment? 
7. How did Greece’s agricultural limitations help cause it to become a sea trader?  
8. Why did olive oil become important to the ancient Greeks?  
9. Who is Herodotus? 
10. Compare and contrast Athens to Sparta.  
11. What is a city-state, and what did the Greeks call their city-states?
12. What was an acropolis?  What was its role?  
13. What was the agora and what kinds of different activities took place in the agora on any 
      given day? 

14. How did citizenship in ancient Greece differ from citizenship in modern countries?  
15. How does an oligarchy differ from a monarchy?  
16. On which peninsulas are Sparta and Athens located? 
17. What effect did the slave revolt have on Sparta? 
18. What would you say was the biggest difference between Athenian girls and Spartan girls?  
      Between Athenian boys and Spartan boys?  
19. Would you rather have lived in Sparta or Athens if you lived during this time?  Why?  
20. Why do you suppose the poorer people wanted to change from an oligarchy in Athens?  

21. How did government change in Athens, and what was this new government?  
22. Who was honored at Greek festivals?  What activities were included in Greek festivals? 
23. What is a colony? 
24. Where and why did the ancient Olympic games begin? 
25. In what ways have the Olympic Games changed from ancient to modern times? 
26. Who was Pericles? 
27. What measures did Pericles take to see that poor men as well as rich men were replaced in 
      the government?  
28. Define assembly and jury. 
29. What is philosophy and what kinds of questions did philosophers like Socrates raise?  
30. Why did some Athenian citizens object to Socrates’ questions?  

31. What finally broke the Athenian defense?  
32. What did Athens’s Golden Age leave us in philosophy, government, and architecture?  
33. Over what different peoples did the Persian Empire rule? 
34. Why was Macedonia tempted to invade Greece?  
35. What caused Alexander of Macedonia to admire Greece? 
36. How long did it take for Alexander to complete his conquests?  
37. What major areas became part of his empire? 
38. What finally ended the expansion of Alexander’s empire?  
39. What conclusions can you make about Alexander’s abilities as a general?  
40. How did Alexander’s layout for Alexandria in Egypt reflect his admiration for Greek 
      heritage?  
41. What device did the Alexandrians develop for their harbor?  
42. Why were the seven wonders of the world built?  
43. Over what area did Alexander spread the Greek culture?  
44. In what ways was Alexandria an international city?   
45. What areas of modern life are influenced by the legacy of ancient Greece?  
46. Be prepared to identify the three Greek column types. (Draw and label each one) 
47. Be prepared to match Zeus, Hera, Ares, Poseidon, Artemis, Demeter, Athena, Aphrodite, 
      Hephaestus, Hestia, Hades, Apollo, Hermes, Dionysus, Cronus, and Rhea.  

